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This map from Eugene Camann’s book, “Uprooted From Prussia Transplanted in America” shows different areas 

surrounding Berholz that were identified by the early settlers using different names. We believe that Ploewen is named as 

such because many the first settlers on Jagow road (Hellert, Schulz, Jagow) were from the village of Plöwen in Prussia. 

The Village of Plöwen still exists in Germany today.  Other families from Plöwen who migrated in 1843 include Goers, 

Miers, Rubbert, Sy, Voelker, Wolf, Ziem and Fahrenwald. The Village is approximatly 6 kilometers from Bergholz, 

Locknitz, being a larger villiage in between. Do you know the background for the other names? Our board members have 

some ideas and we will share that information in our spring Der Brief! In the meantime, more about Plöwen…. 
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More on Plöwen from a Behm/Hellert research report by Jens Müller-Koppe, Bremen, 29.08.98 

The Plöwen parish registers begin with July 8, 1678 in which marriages and burials were recorded. There were separate 

registers for Plöwen and Bergholz until 1871, however there was also one book from 1805 onward that recorded entries 

for Bergholz, Locknitz and Plöwen. 

Historical background – Plöwen 

Plöwen is an old village near Locknitz. It’s history was connected very much with the castle and Town of Locknitz. The 

origin of the village name refers back to Slavian times, as it is derived from “Plow” (=boat) and “plowu” (=to swin, to go by 

boat). This name refers to the placement of the village Plöwen near a lake of about 1.5 km in length. This lake, which was 

very famous for very good fish (“Bleien” or freshwater Bream) until the 18
th  

century  was drained at the beginning of the 

19
th
  by a canal which leads into the Radow near Locknitz.  The lake west of Plowen is now forgotten, the fields and 

meadows which are much lower than the main part of the village, - and which continue to be wet even today, remind us of 

the original shape of the landscape.  Note that Bergholz thinks that the ‘oe’ in the name Ploewen was original ly spoken 

like Plohwen, with the long ‘o’, but without an ‘Umlaut’. 

The history of Plöwen before the 30-years war was the history of the conflicts in the border region of Brandenburg and 

Pommern. It was mentioned in records of 1412 (this is very late, as it is clear there was a village a long time before this). 

There was a very deep impact on Plowen from the “Pommerscher Erbfolgkrieg” 1468-1472.  The village and the whole 

area of Locknitz, passed back and forth between Brandenburg and Pommern. The situation in Plöwen was more confused 

after 1479 when Bogifslaw X, Duke of Pommern did not cede the whole village to Brandenburg but only the main part. 

The smaller part which was already the property of the Pommeraninan knights in the 15
th
 century continued to remain in 

Pommerania. There was not a clear border between Brandenburg and Pommern. Each village seemed to be half and half. 

To make it even more complicated, the small Pommern part of the village was devided into three parts around 1479. One 

part belonged to the church of St. Marien in Settin, one part to the noble family of Ramin and the last part to the Graf von 

Lapwell family, later named ‘Gut Wihelmshof”. 

The impact of the 30 Years War was dramatic. After the fighting and massacres in Pasewalk in 1630, the soldiers treated 

the people in the areas of Locknitz  and  Settin unbelievable badly, killing most of them. It seems that the village of Plöwen 

was practically wiped out after the end of the war. It was mentioned that there were only the ruins of the little old stone 

church remaining in Plöwen after 1630. The fields were full of weeds even decades after this catastrophy and there were 

only three families left and one widow in the Brandenburg part of Plöwen by 1685. The Pommern part of the village was 

leased by a Swedish civil servant, Ernst Lille, who began to develop a farm there.  

It was Brandenburg/Preussen, which provided the initial push for the new development of Plowen. In 1685 it was 

Friedrich, Wilheim I.,  “der grobe Kurfurst’ who took over Locknitz after a long legal struggle and developed an electorate “ 

there.  Within the next years after 1685 plans were initiated to re-cultivate and resettle the desolate villages around the 

area. Amongst the first settlers there were a number of refugee (Huguenot) families , one half of the first 14 farms of the 

“new” Plöwen village (Brandenburg part) were inhabited by these French Refugees.  The Refugees were concentrated in 

the Pommern part of the village, so we can presume that there was a majority of people of French origin around 1700 in 

Plöwen.  The “Huguenots” had there own “Gemeinde” (small local government) in Plöwen, which belonged to the French-

reformed parish of Bergholz. 

After that period there was a continuous development of Plowen in the 18
th
 & 19

th
 centuries.  There were 61 houses, 83 

farm buildings  (Wirtschaftsgebaude), 129 families and 687 people in Plowen in 1865.  The occupation of most people 

was farming; the main crops  were rye and oats, and little peas.  The special thing that the French settlers brought to 

Plowen was tobacco on abut 50 acres.  Nearly unknown in other parts Pommern and Brandenburg (and all of Germany 

for that matter). Most of the barns had special set-ups for drying tabacco.  This new crop was especially welcome for the 

poorer families to get some income from selling this rare product.  

The soil was, and still is poor, although half of it was used as a farm fields in 1865.  There were 90 horses, 180 cattle, 

1200 sheep, 200 pigs  and 60 goats in Plöwen that year.  There were 4 mills (2 wind mills and 1 water mill ) and a 

brickworks as well (150,000 bricks a year).  Documents from the period have listed  the following occupations for Plowen: 

2 millers, 1 brick maker, 5 linen weavers, 1 wheel maker, 1 smith, 1 joiner, 3 tailors, 1 shoemaker, 2 traders 

(“Victuallienhandler”) and 2 inn keepers.  62 of the 129 families were “Einlieger-Familien”.  They had no houses by 



themselves and lived on day-laboring for tobacco in the summer and  cutting wood in the winter.  There was also some 

peat-cutting west from Plowen. The great farms (estates of the Pommern part of Plöwen) were divided in mid-19th 

century. 

The church of Plöwen is very old but it is not clear when the first stone church that was destroyed in 1630 was built.  The 

Plowen church is associated with its mother church in Locknitz.  The French Refugees had the right to use his Lutheran 

church from the moment they settled in Plowen in 1687/1690. On the 18th of August 1848, a great fire destroyed the 

church and a great majority of all houses in Plöwen!  The church had to be rebuilt again in 1851/52.  The Geographer, 

Heinrich Berghaus wrote that Plöwen already looked very hospitable after the village was rebuilt in 1862, a very short 

period of time to recover from such a catastrophe, at least when you think of the number of people who left Plöwen 

after 1843 for America. 

 

 

 

Plöwen Church – Side Door 

 

 



Found in the Files - Newspaper Article from 1973 

 





Pages From the Past – (Der Brief re-visited, past articles of interest) 

October 1974 – Included in this issue is the beginning of a translation of a section of Vol 1 of Wilhelm Iwan’s book giving 

the details of the “Old Lutheran” settlements in Western New York. The translation was done for us by Mrs. John (Ella) 

Mueller. She corrected a few names from her own knowledge. 

 



 



 

Editors Note: Since this article was published in Der Brief in 1974 the Society has obtained a complete translation of the 

entire Wilhelm Iwan book (Volumes 1 & 2). If you wish to read the entire document please contact HSNGSWNY.  



Membership News 
As most of you know we will be changing our membership fee structure to make it easier for everyone to use. All 

memberships will expire on March 31. Renewal fees are due on April first of every year. Members have or will have 

received a letter explaining this change in detail and letting people know what their actual dues for this year will be. 

Thanks to all for bearing with us while we work to straighten out our membership terms and renewal structure. 

 

As you see, Der Brief has a new look. The board continues to search for a new editor so if any of our members would like 

to get involved with the Society in this way, please contact John Schultz (695-6741) or any other of the board members. 

Der Brief will be a quarterly publication going forward. We hope to continue providing interesting articles having to do with 

the Prussian/German migration to America in 1843 as well as the lives and stories of the first immigrants and their 

decendents as they settled in the towns and villiages around Western New York. 

 

Most of you have probably noticed that there is now a new cedar shingle roof on Das Haus. Thanks to all who continue 

their memberships, attend our meetings / events and contribute of their time and money to keep the history of our 

ancestors alive and avaliable for all to see and explore. We will continue to improve and maintain our museum throughtout 

the coming years with your help! 

 

Many Thanks to all who participated in our first basket auction. Thouse who bought tickets and especially to those who 

brought a basket to bid on. That was an unexpected and very appreciated gesture! 

 

Upcomming Events 
January Meeting – 1/21/16, Wheatfield Community Center, 2:00 PM, Topic – Old Time Winter Memories 

February Meeting – 2/18/16 Wheatfield Community Center, 2:00 PM, Topic TBD 

March Meeting – 3/17/16 Wheatfield Community Center, 7:00, Topic – John McNamara talks about the Einhaus 

June 11 – Einhaus Grand Opening (SAVE THE DATE!) 

 

St. James Lutheran Sunday School “Upper” Grades – 1951 – 75
th
 Anniversary Booklet 

(The names will be provided in the next issue of Der Brief)  
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Join our Historical Society and receive Der Brief every quarter! 

The Historical Society welcoms new members! If you find our newsletter and our mission interesting we hope that you will 

make a membership contribution and join us. Our mission is to educate adults and children concerning the heritage of the 

nineteenth century settlements of North Germans in western New York, and thus to preserve that heritage. We do this by 

preserving the history, artifacts, documents, manuscripts, publications, photographs, Plattdeutsch anecdotes, crafts and 

customs of these hearty immigrants, their descendants and the communities in which they lived. 

We maintain Das Haus und Der Stall German Heritage Museum, sponsor an annual dinner, hold informative monthly 

meetings with special speakers, offer for sale books and other items published by the Society, and distribute Der Brief, our 

quarterly publication to 29 States and 3 foreign countries. 

If you would like to become a member of our society, please fill out this form and send it to the address indicated. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership Chairman 

Historical Society of North German Settlements in WNY 

2549 Niagara Rd., Niagara Falls, NY 14304 – 2020 

 

Enclosed is a membership donation of $20 (additional donations are very much appreciated) 

 

Name ____________________________________________________ Phone _________________________________ 

 

Address __________________________________________________  Email __________________________________ 

 

City, State ________________________________________________  ZIP ____________________________________ 
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