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Das Haus, 

EinHaus  

und  

Der Stall 
German Heritage Museum

(An artist’s rendering of what Das Haus may have looked like in 1855) 

Directions: 

From Niagara Falls- 
Take the Robert Moses Pkwy East, keep 

right at the fork, follow signs for New York 

384/New York 265/Tonawandas and onto 

the Cayuga merge onto LaSalle Expy, Turn 

left onto Williams Rd., turn right at Cayuga 

Drive Extension, continue onto Niagara Rd  

From Buffalo- 
Take the 290 Expressway to the Niagara 

Falls Blvd North Exit.  (Exit 3N)  Travel 

North 7.3 miles and turn right on Ward 

Road. (NY 429) .  Travel 1.2 miles and turn 

left on Niagara Road .

Visit a bit of the old country! 

Explore your roots! 

Learn how these industrious 

Prussian / German  immigrants 

worked and lived! 
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“EinHaus”

A  re - co n s t ru c t ed   “ H o us e / Ba rn ”  

u s in g  th e  o r i g i n a l  1 8 4 4  h a nd  

h ew n  t i mb er  f ra m e .  D i s p l a ys    

i n c lu d e  f a rmi n g  imp l em en t s  a nd  

a r t i f a c t s  d ep i c t in g   t h e   h o me  l i f e  

o f  th e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  o f  B ergh o l z .

- In 1844, less than a mile away from this spot, newly arrived

Prussian / German immigrants built a hand hewn oak timber

framed house / barn for their family and animals to live in while

they farmed the Bergholz clay soil and started sinking roots in

their new homeland, America. The timber frame that you can

clearly see on the inside of the building is the very same struc-

ture. It has been brought back to life after all these years for us

to view and explore. In 2008 the Historical Society was fortu-

nate to receive the structure as a donation.  The structure was

disassembled, labeled and stored by a specialist in traditional

timber frame construction and in the summer of 2015 the

“Einhaus”  was reconstructed here on the museum property. As

you examine the “Einhaus” frame today please keep in mind a

few interesting facts: It is believed that the four corner posts

were hewn from a single log. There were no metal fasteners in

the original structure. It was put together using hand cut mortise

and tenon joints secured with pegs. You can see the newly

worked pegs at the joints. The original “Fachwerk” (clay &

straw filler in hand hewn timber 3-4 foot squares) design of the

structure is still evident. Inside there is a display showing and

explaining this type of construction .

1 8 4 3  lo g  h o me ,  n ow  c la pb o a rd ,  

f ea t u r i n g  a  cen tu ry  o ld  s i t t i n g  

ro o m,  t h e  mi g ra t i o n  s t o ry  o f  t h e  

Pru s s i a n  L u th era ns  a nd  an  exh ib -

i t  o f  t h e  l i f e s t y l e s  o f  th e  pa s t .

- Kn o wn  a s  th e  Wi twe ( Wid ow)  Meh wa ld t  Hau s ,  t h i s

s t ru c tu re  was  or ig in a l ly a  1 9 ’x  2 7 ’  h and  h ewn ,  ga r r i -

son  t yp e ,  log  cab in .  It  was  p rovid ed  t o  t h e  f i r s t  P ru s -

s i an  se t t le r s  o f  t h i s  a rea  b y Wash in gton  Hunt ,  t h en  an

agen t  for  t h e  Hol lan d  Lan d  Co.  and  sub seq u ent ly

gov ern or  of  N ew York  s t a t e .  Th e  cab in  and  p rop er ty

was  f i r s t  own ed  b y Joh an n  Hel le r t  wh o so ld  i t  in

1 857  t o  Ju s t in e  Meh wa ld t ,  wi fe  of  t h e  v i l lag e  p o t t er .

Af t er  t h e  d ea th  of  h er  h u sb and ,  Mrs .  Meh wa ld t

moved  i n to  t h i s  h ou se  and  l i ved  h ere  wi th  h er  s i s t e r ,

Ca ro l i n e  Neu man n (p ic tu re  be lo w)   u n t i l  b o th  d i ed  in

Novemb er  1 89 7 ,  a f t e r  b e in g  ove rcome b y coa l  ga s

f rom a  s t ove  i n  t h e  f ron t  room.

“Das Haus”  “Der Sta l l ”  

A  rep l i ca  o f  a  b a rn  co mmo n l y  

f ou nd  in  a  1 9 t h  cen t u ry  v i l l a g e ,  

cu rren t l y  h o us in g  o u r  l i b ra ry  a nd  

re s ea rch  a rea .  

- Fou n d ed  in  19 71  b y Eu gen e W.  Camann ,  th e  Hi s tor i -

ca l  Soc i e ty’s  mi ss ion  i s  t o  comp i le  t h e  h i s t ory of  t h e  

Nor th  German  Set t lemen t s  i n  Wes t e rn  New York  and  

p reserv e  t h e i r  h er i tage .  We d o  t h i s  b y co l lec t i n g  an d  

p reserv in g  a r t i fac t s ,  d ocu ment s ,  p h otograp h s ,  p ub l i ca -

t i on s ,  an ecd ot es  and  o th er  re l a t ed  i t ems .  We a t t emp t  t o  

sh a re  th ese  acqu i s i t i on s  t h rou gh  ou r  mu seum,  n ews l e t -

t e r  and  regu la r  meet i n gs  of  ou r  memb ersh ip  and  o th er  

i n t eres t ed  p eop le .  I f  you  h ave  an  a r t i fac t  o r  i n forma t ion  

t h a t  you  th in k  migh t  b e  of  va lu e ,  p lea se  con t ac t  th e  

soc i e ty.  


